
January Market Commentary Sources 

4/12 US regulator approve bitcoin trading http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42199260  

6/12 Robots to take 800m jobs by 2030 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-42170100  

16/12 Warning signs of a financial crisis? 
http://www.cityam.com/277580/financial-crisis-2018-danger-signs-starting-emerge  

20/12 Creator of Bitcoin now 44th richest person in world? 
http://www.cityam.com/277708/bitcoin-price-rise-makes-creator-satoshi-nakamoto-one  

23/12 Trump praises latest N Korea sanctions 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-42464011  

Bitcoin slumps - trades suspended http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42457983  

24/12 N Korea condemns sanctions as “act of war” 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-42470390  

29/12 Bitcoin exchange chief kidnapped in Ukraine 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42505261  

 

UK 

2/12 RBS to close one in four branches http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42192641  

Toys R Us to close 25 stores http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42204182  

UK factory activity at four year high http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42193981  

4/12 Facebook to create 800 jobs in UK as it opens new London office 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42213942  

9/12 Manufacturing expands for 6th month in a row helped by record car production 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42277299  

13/12 Real earnings down again in October as inflation hits 3.1% 
http://www.cityam.com/277437/real-earnings-fell-again-october-unemployment-stayed-flat  

Unemployment down again – lowest since 1975 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42337659  

14/12 Scotland introduces income tax rises 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-42339146 

20/12 UK employers not optimistic about 2018 
http://www.cityam.com/277801/zero-out-200-employers-think-economy-improve-2018 
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Toys R Us facing collapse with loss of 3,200 jobs 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2017/dec/18/toys-r-us-faces-collapse-with-loss-of-
3500-uk-jobs 

Toys R Us avoids collapse http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42437955  

UK listed as best place for business in the world 
http://www.cityam.com/277807/uk-has-just-been-named-best-country-business-2018  

23/12 UK economy grows at faster rate than previously thought 
http://www.cityam.com/277969/uk-gdp-economy-grows-faster-than-expected-rate-but-con
sumer  

29/12 Mortgage approvals lowest for a year 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42502610  

 

Brexit  

6/12 David Davis: impact assessments don’t exist 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-42249854  

Irish border dispute threatens Brexit 
http://www.cityam.com/276895/irish-border-dispute-threatens-brexit-talks  

8/12 Brexit breakthrough on December 8th 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-42277040  

Breakthrough deal http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-42277040  

11/12 Davis wants ‘Canada plus’ trade deal 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-42298971 
 
12/12 US fears over Brexit http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42315280  
 
14/12 May heads to Brussels after losing key vote 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-42346898  
 
20/12 UK rolls out red carpet for European banks 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42420829  
 
 

Europe  

6/12 EU publishes tax havens blacklist http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42237315  

10/12 EU trade deal with Japan http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42282116  
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11/12 Germany worrying about LinkedIn spies 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-42304297  

 

US 

2/12 Regulator approves Bitcoin trading http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42199260  

US Senate passes Trump’s sweeping tax cuts 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-42205181  

Does $20tn deficit matter? http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-41248503  

9/12 US jobs growth stronger than expected 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42284551  

11/12 Bitcoin futures start trading in Chicago 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42304657  

13/12 People mortgaging their homes to buy Bitcoin 
http://www.cityam.com/277359/bitcoin-price-rocketing-spurring-people-mortgage-their-ho
me 

Disney to complete $60bn purchase of Fox http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42333452 

Google to open AI centre in China http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42334583  

14/12 Fed raises interest rates again http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42344170  

End of net neutrality? https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Net_neutrality  

16/12 Republicans agree big tax reductions 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-42375149  

22/12 Schmidt steps down as boss of Alphabet 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42450513  

 

Far East  

3/12 Japan, economy and ageing http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42154516  

6/12 Nissan to trial driverless taxis http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-42238112  

8/12 Japan’s growth revised upwards http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42275994  

14/12 China’s central banks raises rates http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42348260  

29/12 South Korea crackdown on Bitcoin 
http://www.cityam.com/278025/bitcoin-price-tumbles-after-south-korea-crackdown  
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Emerging Markets  

4/12 Venezuela unveils virtual currency 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-42217798  

27/12 Indian economy will overtake UK and France next year 
http://www.cityam.com/277996/indian-economy-overtake-uk-and-france-next-year-march-
asian  

 

And finally  

Pants seized in Christmas crackdown http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42263742 

Not so much ticking all the boxes and nicking all the boxers… 

Injuries caused by avocado hand http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42268516  

£3.1bn aircraft carrier is leaking http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-42406138  

https://techcrunch.com/2017/12/03/people-have-spent-over-1m-buying-virtual-cats-on-the
-ethereum-blockchain/  
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